
 

 

New Trustee – Thames Rivers Trust  

Thames Rivers Trust (TRT) is seeking a new Trustee to bring energy, enthusiasm and commitment, along 

with a scientific background to put forward new perspectives, increase our Trustee Board’s diversity and 

skillsets, strengthening TRT for a resilient future. This voluntary role is open to all qualifying individuals, 

including those with no previous Board or Trustee experience.  

We are looking for potential not perfection, we are happy to consider someone at the beginning of their 

career as well as seasoned professionals.  If you will add value, we want your expertise to help achieve 

our vision! 

Before applying, please check to see if you are eligible and to find out more about what is involved with 
being a Trustee: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/charity-trustee-whats-involved 
 
 

Our Mission 

To bring together organisations across the Thames River Basin, and foster collaborative working to 

benefit the environment, wildlife and communities. 

Our Vision 

Our vision is for a vibrant and healthy Thames River Basin. 

Our Values 

Independence      Evidence-based      Sustainability      Trustworthy. 

Who are we? 

TRT is a registered charity founded in 1986 and is part of The Rivers Trust movement. We are a Hub 
Trust for the Thames catchment, with our Key Partners we are dedicated to improving the Thames and 
its tributaries for the benefit of wildlife, communities and the environment.  
 
Rivers are vital, we all need cold, clean and plentiful water to thrive; for communities, for business, for 

farming and for a wealth of wildlife species; yet our rivers are facing a multitude of serious threats and 

challenges. Together we and our partners are striving at many levels to preserve and improve rivers now 

and for the future in the Thames catchment.  

TRT is committed to developing a collaborative, partnership approach that maximises the benefits of 

public, private and third sector organisations working together with communities to deliver integrated 
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outcomes.  Our most recent flagship project was the successful Thames Catchment Community Eels 

Project, led by TRT this pilot project worked closely with 3 fellow rivers trusts, Zoological Society of 

London and Thames Estuary Partnership to strategically identify priority barriers for works to make 

migration upstream possible for the critically endangered European eel, trial a new citizen science 

ObstacEELS, monitor elver migration and run extensive hands on community and school eel education 

outreach. The project has led on to an exciting upscaled National Lottery Heritage Fund funded phase 2 

project Development Phase, that is about to start! 

TRT is the convening body for the Thames Catchment Forum. This interactive regional forum brings 
together 27 catchment partnership hosts within the Thames for shared learning and development, 
themed panel discussions, expert guest speakers and Water Frame Directive updates from Thames 
Water and the Environment Agency, looking at issues and proposing solutions. 
 
TRT works in partnership, leading our Key Partners group of 11 organisations that through the group are 

more informed to do more and better from mutual trust and openness, sharing their specialist 

knowledge and expertise. This leads to development of strong, evidence-based projects at scale to 

improve Thames rivers and educate and involve local communities. Together we achieve more, 

increasing our positive impact sooner. 

What is a Trustee? 

Charity Trustees are the people who share ultimate responsibility for governing a charity and directing 

how it is managed and run. This involves the Board of Trustees making decisions together, acting in the 

interests of the charity. 

 Some charity trustees see their role as turning up to 4 meetings a year, but engaged trustees do a lot 

more than that. A Trustee might support a specific project’s development, attend events to network and 

represent TRT, have oversight of an area of TRT work that aligns with a trustee’s particular specialism 

and interest. 

Our Trustees use their skills, knowledge and experience to support TRT, helping the charity achieve its 

aims. Trustees also often learn new skills during their time on the Board. 

What are we looking for? 

An applicant with a scientific background, ideally in Freshwater Ecology, Environmental Biology, 

Environmental Science, Aquatic Conservation or Zoology. 

 A strong interest in the environment is essential and an interest in or knowledge of the Thames 

Catchment would be beneficial; in addition, do you possess any of the following skills or qualities?   

• Fundraising 



 

 

• Legal 

• A willingness to participate in discussions and decision making 

If yes and you have time to commit to a growing and ambitious charity that is looking to develop and 

deliver more, we want to hear from you! 

Our board of Trustees meets up quarterly in person, during the day in London and Reading. In between 

these meetings Trustees are in touch regularly with our small, but dedicated team. Time commitment is 

flexible, in addition to meetings, an average of 2 hours per month to read papers and participate in TRT 

business. 

Our Key Partners – Action for the River Kennet, Thames21, South East Rivers Trust, River Thame 
Conservation Trust, Cotswolds Rivers Trust, Crane Valley Community Interest Company, Zoological 
Society of London, Thames Estuary Partnership, Freshwater Habitats Trust, Thames Landscape Strategy 
and UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology. 
 
TRT values its Trustees and their contributions and will offer support and guidance to all new Trustees. 
The role of a Trustee is a voluntary one, however the Trust provides indemnity insurance for Trustees 
and reasonable expenses incurred on authorised Trust business will be reimbursed. 
 

Application 

 
To find out more about us visit: www.thamesriverstrust.org.uk  
 
The deadline for applications is midnight 31st December 2025. 
 
Please apply with your CV or an application letter to info@thamesriverstrust.org.uk  or post to Thames 
Rivers Trust, PO Box 4248, Marlborough, SN8 9FH  
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